
God Reconciling the World unto Himself

A Survey of the Bible

Part Three: The Age of Christ
Lesson Thirty-Eight: Paul’s Preaching Trips (1) 
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Acts 9:1-6; 9:26-28; 10:44-48; 11:22-26; 13:42-46; 14:11-15; 15:23-29; 22:12-16;  
B
efore Jesus ascended into heaven He told His Apostles to, “go into all the world and preach the gospel to every creature” (Mark 16:15). This did not happen right away. At first the disciples only taught Jews. This changed when God sent Peter to a Gentile named Cornelius. As Peter taught him, the Holy Spirit fell on him and he began to speak in tongues as the Apostles had done at Pentecost (Acts 10:44-48). This confirmed that the gospel was open to all people.


The Lord chose a most unexpected person to bring the gospel to much of the Gentile world. When Stephen was stoned, those who killed him laid their outer garments at the feet of a man named Saul (Acts 7:58). Saul began to persecute the church because he believed it was wrong. He had many people arrested and killed. While on the way to Damascus, the Lord appeared to Him and rebuked him for this (Acts 9:1-6). Saul was blinded for three days and told to go into Damascus. A Christian named Ananias came to Saul and taught him the gospel 
(Acts 22:12-16). His sight was restored, Saul was baptized, and he began to teach the truth with the same zeal with which he had once opposed it. As a Christian Saul came to be called by the name Paul.  


At first many Christians were scared of Paul because he had persecuted the church. But Barnabas brought Paul to the Apostles in Jerusalem and told them what had happened to him and he was accepted (Acts 9:26-28). Barnabas and Paul both worked with a church in Antioch when the gospel spread into Syria. It was there where disciples of Jesus were first called “Christians” (Acts 11:22-26). While in Antioch, the Holy Spirit told prophets there to send Paul and Barnabas out to teach other Gentile cities (Acts 13:2). This began the first of three preaching trips which Paul would take that would bring the gospel to the Gentile world.

On this first trip, they started by crossing over to Cyprus and taught in Salamis through the island to Paphos. They always went first to the synagogues. There they generally found some who accepted that Jesus was the Messiah while others opposed them. They then taught Gentiles in the cities and established churches wherever they could. From Paphos they crossed to the mainland to the regions of Pamphylia and Pisidia (in modern day Turkey). In these cities they did the same thing they had in Cyprus. Some Jews obeyed the gospel some did not (Acts 13:42-46). In some cities, Gentiles who saw their miracles tried to treat Paul and Barnabas like pagan gods (Acts 14:11-15). In other cities the Jews persecuted them as Paul once had done to Christians (Acts 14:19-20). Even so, with courage and boldness they taught the truth and established the first churches in the Gentile world. After this they returned to Antioch and reported what God had done through them.


Under the Law of Moses Jews were separate from Gentiles and every male Jew was circumcised. When Gentiles obeyed the gospel, some Jewish Christians thought that Gentiles should be circumcised in order to become Christians. This became a source of great contention. Paul and Barnabas went to Jerusalem where the Apostles were and the Holy Spirit revealed that Gentiles were not required to be circumcised. A letter was sent out to the churches informing them what the Holy Spirit hadrevealed (Acts 15:23-29). 
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	38
	Matthew 8-10
	Matthew 11-13
	Matthew 14-16
	Matthew 17-19
	Matthew 20-22
	Matthew 23-25
	Matthew 26-28


Study Questions
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1.  What did Peter see in a vision which helped to persuade him that Gentiles should be taught the gospel (Acts 10:9-16)?


2.  What was Cornelius’ occupation (Acts 10:1)?


What kind of man was he (Acts 10:2)?


3.  After Saul obeyed the gospel, what happened to him in Damascus (Acts 9:23-25)?


4.  What was the cause of one of the first trips that Paul and Barnabas made to Jerusalem (Acts 11:27-30)?


5.  In Paphos, what happened to Elymas when he withstood Paul and Barnabas (Acts 13:8-12)?


6.  At Pisidian Antioch, what did Paul say it was necessary for them to do first (Acts 13:46)?


After this, to whom did they “turn?”


7.  In Lystra, what did that call Paul and Barnabas (Acts 14:11-13)? Paul:



Barnabas:______________ What did they try to do to them?


8.  At Lystra, who stirred up the people, causing them to stone them (Acts 14:19)?

9.  When they returned to Syrian Antioch and reported what they had done, what did they say God had done (Acts 14:27)?

10.  When the controversy over circumcision arose, James (the Lord’s brother) quoted a text from Amos 9:11-12. What did this text say about the Gentiles during the time of the Messiah (Acts 15:17)?



What would this have to do with circumcision?



Key Passage: “When they heard these things they became silent; and they glorified God, saying, ‘Then God has also granted to the Gentiles repentance to life.’”

 (Acts 11:18, NKJV). 
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